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SUBJECT: COMMITTEE COMPLETES DRAFT CONSTITUTION 

1 . THE CONSTITUTIONAL DRAFTING COMMITTEE (CDC) COMPLETED 
WORK ON THE FIRST DRAFT OF A PERMANENT CONSTITUTION DURING 
ITS WEEKLY MEETING JUNE 1. THE 35-MEMBER CDC IS SCHEDULED 
TO MEET ONCE AGAIN ON JUNE 8 TO ENDORSE THE DRAFT 
FORMALLY BEFORE SUBMITTING THE PROPOSED CONSTITUTION TO 
THE NATIONAL LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY (NLA). A SOURCE ON THE 
CDC INFORMS US THE NLA WILL SELECT A COMMITTEE TO 
SCRUTINIZE THE DRAFT BEFORE THE DOCUMENT IS BROUGHT TO 
THE FLOOR OF THE ASSEMBLY FOR DEBATE. HE EXPECTS THE 
REVIEW PROCESS AT THE NLA TO LAST A MINIMUM OF FOUR 
MONTHS AND THOUGHT THAT THE PROPOSED DRAFT WOULD UNDER- 
GO SUBSTANTIAL REVISION. 

2. THE DRAFT CONSTITUTION REPORTEDLY CONTAINS 192 
ARTICLES AND, AS EXPECTED, CALLS FOR GENERAL ELECTIONS 
TO BE HELD BY THE END OF APRIL, 1979. THE DRAFT 
PROVIDES FOR AN APPOINTED SENATE, SELECTED 

BY THE CHAIRMAN OF THE NATIONAL POLICY COUNCIL, TO 
CONTAIN 3/4 THE NUMBER OF MEMBERS OF THE ELECTED 
LOWER CHAMBER OF PARLIAMENT. THE SENATE, WHICH IS 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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EXPECTED TO INCLUDE ALL 23 MEMBERS OF THE NPC, 

WILL BE EMPOWERED TO PARTICIPATE IN VOTES ON THE 
ANNUAL BUDGET BILL AND ON VOTES OF CONFIDENCE IN THE 
GOVERNMENT. THE DRAFT CONSTITUTION ALSO REPORTEDLY 
CONTAINS A PROVISION TO GRANT SUMMARY POWERS OF 
PUNISHMENT OF THE PRIME MINISTER, SIMILAR TO 
ARTICLE 27 OF THE PRESENT INTERIM CONSTITUTION, AND 
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TO ARTICLES LIKE IT IN PREVIOUS CONSTITUTIONS. 
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